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Left to Right:  Raun Treible,  John Flynn,  Steven Lauer,  Josh Miller,  Nick de Ru. 

In April 2016, two teams of men having building construction skills, were sent to Japan to 

refurbish the exterior of the Nozomi Center located in Yamamoto, Japan.  The facility is a 

disaster-response community outreach center established by the OPC and other reformed 

denominations in Japan following the Tsunami of 2011.  The scope of work to be completed 

included:  painting the entire metal roof and repairing/priming areas of rust,  repairing the 

three skylights, repairing/replacing the gutters and down spouts and repainting the entire 

exterior walls and trim molding.  The members of Team 1 included Brian Murphy (team 

leader), Patrick Lewis, Liviu Marhao, Petre Pindic, Noah Rice and Gelu Vasiu.  In spite of 

several days of rain and windy weather, team 1 was able to complete two coats of paint on 

the entire roof,  remove the three skylights and order new reinforced glass for 



reinstallation, removed all the gutters, removed a door in the back of the building and 

replace it with wall board and taped and applied one coat of paint to all the exterior 

molding.  Team 2’s mission was to pick up where team 1 left off and take the project to 

completion.  Team 2 arrived in Yamamoto on Saturday evening of the 16th.  After a 

welcomed night of sleep and a hardy breakfast, we divided into two groups and attended 

reformed churches in Sendai.   

We had a blessed and profitable time worshiping with our 

Japanese brothers and sister in Christ with the help from 

our team interpreters.  Following the services we all 

returned to the Sendai Megumi Chapel, pastored by 

Murray Uomoto, for some lunch and great fellowship.  We 

then returned to the Nozomi Center for a 4:00 service.  It 

was good to see several local residence from the 

community attending the service and hearing God’s word.   

 Come Monday morning, the team gathered for an early breakfast followed by a daily 

devotional time led by Steven Lauer.  I appreciated Steven’s willingness to serve in this 

manner.  He took us through the entire book of Colossians, reading scripture and 

expounding on its relevance to our individual lives.  Following prayer, we were then ready to 

face the work ahead of us.  Prior to both teams arriving in Japan,  an elaborate scaffolding 

system was erected around the entire building and extended up and over the tip of the 

roof.   

 

This made working on the roof and on the sides of the building very efficient and greatly 

increased the safety of performing the task of painting.  After assessing where team 1 had 

left off, we started by completing the second coat of paint on all of the molding around the 

entire building.  Next, we began painting the exterior walls and soffits, starting at the top of 

the building and working downward.  On Tuesday we picked up the replacement glass for 



the three skylights and began assembling and reinstalling 

them back on the roof curb mounts.  Using silicone rubber, 

we sealed the glass to the frame and screwed the units to 

the roof mounts.  We then applied two coats of paint on all 

exposed parts.  After drying, we water tested the unit for 

leakage.  We then concentrated on getting the walls and 

soffits painted.  The Lord had given us perfect weather for 

working and a team of highly skilled painters so I was 

pleased by how quickly the work was progressing.  We started on Monday morning and by 

quitting time on Wednesday we had essentially completed two coats of paint on the entire 

building.  By Thursday afternoon, all of the installation of the gutters and down spouts had 

been completed. We were able to apply texturing, and paint  the wall board covering the 

opening where team 1 had removed the door.  We were even able to repaint the tool shed 

with the left over paint.  Praise God for enabling us to finish the work way ahead of 

schedule.  

 

Although this did create a problem in that we did not know what we would be doing for the 

rest of the time.  God provided the plan for what we should to do and accomplish.  Woody 

Lauer, an OPC missionary to Japan, was taking over the position of the new director of the 

Nozomi Center.  He and his family were in the Yamamoto area moving into a rental property 

20 minutes from the Center.  He had also put an offer to buy a house located just two 

houses from the Center. This house was damaged in the tsunami of 2011 and a team of 

workers had torn up most of the flooring and removed the deposited dirt.  You could still 

see the water level stain marks on the walls and glass sliding doors left from the flood 

water. The owner decided not to continue with the rebuilding.  The house sat unoccupied 

for the next five years.  In God’s perfect timing, the day we completed the work on the 

Center and had cleaned up all our paint buckets, brushes and the trash around the building,  

the word came that Woody’s offer was accepted and we had access to the house.  The team 



returned to the tool shed and grabbed the necessary tools, walked two houses up the street 

and began the demolition work that needed to be done before renovations could start on 

the house .  We proceeded to remove the remaining kitchen cabinets, appliances, bathroom 

fixtures and the remaining floor boards. The sheet rock in the entire first floor had to be 

removed along with the damaged insulation. 

 

All of the material removed from the house was piled out front to be bagged or put into 

waste containers for removal to the proper disposal location.  

 

In the five days that we had left before returning home, our team was able to completely 

gut out and clean up the first floor.  The work that the Lord enabled us to complete will save 

the Lauers a good bit of time and money to refurbish the house before moving in.   

 



 

 

What is that noise? 

 On Wednesday evening  after returning to our upstairs bedroom,  I began to hear a 

faint rumbling noise in the distance that I was not able to identify.  The noise began to 

increase in volume and seemed to be getting closer.  When the shock wave finally hit the 

building,  the doors and windows began to shake and rattle, the laundry hanging on the 

bunk beds began to sway, and the floor began to move. I realized we were in the middle of 

an earthquake.  I held on to the post in the middle of the room to maintain my balance and 

wondered what was going to develop.  The intensity increased and lasted for a full 15 

seconds. It then slowly subsided and passed us by.  At first I thanked God that there was no 

damage and we were safe then I raised my hands into the air and said “YES…WE JUST 

SURVIVED A REAL EARTHQUAKE!!!  I then went downstairs where the other guys were 

talking excitedly about the experience.  We turned on the local news program and found 

out the quake was a 5.6 with the epicenter located about a mile off the coast of the 

damaged Fukushima  nuclear reactor site. We waited for the confirmation that “this 

earthquake will not produce a tsunami”. 

 

Side trip to the South Japan Quake Zone 

 Prior to our arrival in Japan, the city of Kumamoto on the most southern island of 

Japan experienced an earthquake causing severe damage to the area.  The Reformed 

Presbyterian Church of Japan has a church located in Kumamoto that sustained some 

damage from the quake.  They made a request to have a team with building knowledge to 

travel to the quake area to assess the extent of the damage and transport much needed 

relief supplies.   James Benefiel from the Nozomi Center, and Arthur Newton, a local pastor 

and contractor/builder, and I were chosen to make the trip.  James’s wife, Yui Benefiel, did a 

fantastic job organizing the travel plans.   

 We left Sendai Airport early on Thursday morning of the 21th and flew to Osaka  

Airport south of Tokyo.  From there we boarded a plan to Miyazaki Airport located south of 

Kumamoto.  Early in the flight, we were informed by the pilot that we had to return to the 

airport because their complete guidance had stopped working.  We had to get off the plane 

and take the next flight.  We lost three hours out of an already tight trip schedule.  When 

we arrived in Miyazaki Airport we were greeted with torrential rains and wind that made 



getting our rental car difficult.  We had to stop at several  stores along the way to pick up all 

the relief supplies. It continued to rain the entire trip which slowed down our progress.  We 

finally made it to our hotel that was still 2 hours from our final destination.  We checked in 

the hotel, decided to get some sleep, and got up at 3:30 AM to continue our journey to 

Kumamoto.  We arrived at the church just after sunrise and unloaded the relief supplies.  

We proceeded to inspect the church building for any major structural damage; all seemed 

well.  There was damage to some flashing attached to a small over hang roof.  This allowed 

blowing rain water to leak in and cause a section of the ceiling sheet rock to collapse behind 

the pulpit.  The pastor’s library was also in shambles due to the quake. 

  

We were limited in what material we were able to purchase for repairing the water leak and 

ceiling sheet rock because many stores were not allowed to open until the city inspectors 

gave the OK for people to be allowed to enter the stores. We were able to secure enough 

material to repair the leak and cut pieces of sheet rock to be installed at a later date.  The 

pastor and his wife had set up a large display of relief supplies in the back of the church 

sanctuary.  A continuous flow of  residents came to receive much needed food and personal 

supplies that were unavailable in local stores.   

 We saw a lot of roof tile damage to many homes in the area that caused, in some 

cases, all of the tiles to slide off the roof.  Blue tarps were covering numerous homes to 

keep water from leaking through. We also saw many houses that were completely collapsed  

or damaged beyond repair.  There was a commercial three story building that had collapsed 

to the first floor. However, the roads were cleared and there was a steady flow of traffic. 

The situation in Kumamoto will be monitored to see if sending a mission team to help out 

will be beneficial in the near future. 



   

 

Trip to Michinoku Park 

 It was impressive to see the beautifully landscaped flower gardens and learn about 

some of the early history of Japanese culture. 

 

 



 

 

Thanks be to God for providing strength and safety to both teams and for all the work that 

was accomplished.  I want to personally thank all the team members for their hard work 

and willingness to travel part way around the world to participate in our Lord’s Great 

Command by using our building skills that God has so graciously given us.  I personally was 

excited to return to Yamamoto after five years to see the progress made in recovering from 

the tsunami and the impact the Nozomi Center has in meeting the physical and spiritual 

needs of the community.  It was encouraging to see how the land is recovering from the salt 

contamination as evidenced by the local farmers beginning to cultivate , flood and replant 

rice in the nearby fields once again.  In the words of the psalmist we can agree that “God is 

our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though 

the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its 

waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling”.  

In Christ’s Love 

Raun Treible 



Members of Team #2 (April 15-29, 2016): 

Raun Treible, Team Leader (Lake Sherwood OPC, Orlando, FL) 

John Flynn, (Lake Sherwood OPC, Orlando, FL) 

Nick de Ru, (Sovereign Grace OPC, WA) 

Steven Lauer, (Lynnwood OPC, WA) 

Josh Miller, (Berlin Baptist Church, MI) 

 


